
I must run in the right circles because I 

keep hearing that there are people out 

there who are skeptical, even antagonis-

tic, toward the idea that play is the natu-

ral way for children to learn, but I've 

never met any of them. Or maybe peo-

ple just avoid the topic with me, you 

know, the way you don't bring up the subject of Monty 

Python or The Lord of the Rings with some people because 

it will be the topic that consumes the rest of the eve-

ning. Or maybe, and this would really make me sad, 

they don't think preschool is important enough to 

worry about. 
 

"The very existence of youth is due in 

part to the necessity for 
play; the animal does not play because 

he is young, he has a 
period of youth because he must play." 

~Karl Groos  

A Parenting Education Evening Hosted by the Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC 

Thomas Hobson 

Thursday November 14th, 2013, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 

Vancouver Location—Lord Tennyson Elementary 

1936 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver 

www.lordtennyson.ca 

I am a preschool teacher, writer, artist and the author of "A Parent's Guide To Seattle". For the past 11 years, I've 

been the only employee of the Woodland Park Cooperative preschools. The children come to me as 2-year-olds in 

diapers and leave as "sophisticated" 5-year-olds ready for kindergarten. The cooperative preschool model allows me 

to work very closely with families in a true community setting. I intend to teach at Woodland Park for the rest of 

my life. I love the kids and I love the families. It's an incredibly rewarding job.  

$90.00 for PPP member schools with 30 members or fewer, $110.00 for more than 30 members.  

Single tickets available at door $10.00 

 Contact Council for tickets: (604)435-4430 or cnclbc@telus.net  

Attendance at this event can count as Parent Ed requirement for either November or December! 

Educating Citizens 

 By Thomas Hobson, ECE Educator, Writer and Artist http://teachertomsblog.blogspot.ca  

There are business guys out there who are looking 

to our schools to train their workers for them and if 

that were the only purpose of education, I suppose, 

we could just put them on an assembly line and let 

our quality control team remove the defective ones 

in the interest of producing the best blueberry ice 

cream in the world, the way many charter schools 

do. But there is so much more to a real education 

than mere vocational training. In fact, I would argue 

that preparing children for jobs is a small, perhaps 

incidental, part of what school should be 

about, especially public education. 
 

There is no adult there to help these guys 

crossing the bridge in opposite direc-

tions. They've already democratically de-

termined,along with their fellow citizens of 

our little self-governing society, that they 

will live in a world where might does not 

make right, so they are left to stand there, 

face-to-face and talk it through.  
CONTINUED on page 2 

Dates to Remember 

CPPPBC Board Meeting 

Monday, Nov. 18th 

 at 7:00pm in the  

Council Office 

CPPPBC Parent Education 

Speaker Event 

Thursday, Nov. 14th 

7:00 –9:00pm 

WIN WIN Raffle tickets 

Due Jan. 9th 

WIN WIN Raffle  

Draw Date 

Jan. 20th, 2014 

Regular Office Hours 

9:30-am to 2:30pm 

Closed for Christmas Break 

Dec. 20th to Jan. 5th 
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The reason we have public schools in the first place is for the pur-

poses of the grand experiment of democracy, a well-educated popu-

lace being the foundation of self-governance. We are not here pri-

marily to create workers, we are here to create thoughtful, question-

ing, critical, and yes, assertive citizens, ones who understand the 

people, and only the people, can make important decisions. 
 

 

Self-governance requires an understanding of the subtleties 

of sharing resources and space with others.  

These guys are working-out the complex balance between 

one man's right to build with another's right to be  

secure in his own physical space.  

 

People who have been poorly educated in the principles of democ-

racy have a hard time with this notion. It frightens them, I think. 

They don't understand how the world can work without some kind 

of  "iron fist" leaders or, at least, strict hierarchies. People of differ-

ent faiths or ethnicities or class make them fear that their own faith 

or ethnicity or class is besieged. 
 

These girls found a box in the corner, closed, and 

opened it. They knew they didn't need to ask any-

one for permission because they've come to  

understand that this classroom belongs to them, 

the citizens of  Woodland Park. Inside they found 

something new: building blocks that allowed them 

to seek their own path, not one pre-determined 

by the dictatorship of those big wooden blocks. 

 

A well-educated citizen understands that the challenges presented 

by our differences are also our greatest strength, but only if we are 

firmly convinced of the truth that all men are created equal, not 

just in the eyes of god, but in the eyes of one another. This does 

not, of course, mean that everyone gets their own way all the time, 

but it does mean that we get to argue for our own point of view, 

to have our voices heard. It also means that we must negotiate, 

compromise and, yes, sometimes even step aside, lessons that 

have clearly not been understood by many of our current crop of 

elected representatives. 
 

Sometimes we need help figuring things out as we play,  

because it is serious business. As teachers we step in, 

not as "bosses" or HR departments with solutions that 

come directly from the employee manual, but 

with listening ears,questioning words, and respect for our 

fellow citizens. The goal is not to impose peace, but to 

rather help clarify the situation so the two parties 

can hammer out their own compromise.  

 

Play as a curriculum is the only way I know to imbue students 

with these citizenship skills. No amount of testing or drilling or 

lecturing will get us there, although it might well produce docile, 

productive workers. You can't learn the skills needed for self-

governance from flash cards or rote memorization or being put 

on an educational "fast track." No, the only way to learn the skills 

needed for democracy is through the kind of experience that 

comes from the real world laboratory of playing with your fellow 

citizens. 
 

And, indeed, the skills of citizenship are often diametrically op-

posed to those expected of mere workers. Citizens must know 

that it is not only their right, but their responsibility, to question 

authority. 
 

And when we do that, guys like Bill Gates call us their "enemy," 

which tells me we’re doing the right thing. 

CONTINUED from page 1 

He looks up at me with a big grin on his 

face. “My mom’s on duty today,” he in-

forms me. I smile back and say, “That’s 

great. I love it when your mom’s on duty.” 

 

During the almost five years I have been 

at the PPP, working, or should I say play-

ing, with duty parents, both moms and 

dads, has been one of my greatest pleas-

ures. They all bring their particular styles 

to the classroom. Some barrel in on their 

very first duty day with a basketful of 

ideas, others take a couple of months be-

fore they feel confident enough to join in 

on an activity. It’s wonderful to watch a 

duty parent evolve along with the chil-

dren. 

When a new duty parent asks me what 

he or she should do, I answer, “Basically 

you’re my assistant. Make sure the chil-

dren are safe. Help them settle their 

differences. Assist them in the wash-

room, when necessary. Wipe the tables. 

Clean up the spilled paint.” But then I 

stop. “After safety,” I say, “the most im-

portant thing is to have fun with the 

children.” 

 

An adult having fun is a powerful mag-

net for children. I encourage duty par-

ents to do what they enjoy. It could be 

the sandbox or the farm animals or 

some glue and glitter. The best days at 

the preschool are when the duty parents 

(and teachers) have as much fun as the chil-

dren – or maybe more. 

 

Years ago I worked at a preschool that did-

n’t let the parents into the classroom. I 

remember thinking that was a little rigid 

but there must have been a good reason for 

this rule. Well, maybe there was, but having 

had the PPP experience, I can’t help think 

that those preschools are missing out on an 

amazing resource – the brilliance, energy, 

creativity, playfulness and caring nature of 

the parents of the beautiful children in our 

preschools.  

 

Keep up the good play! 

Who’s on Duty? 

 By Peggy Stortz, Supervisor for Grand Boulevard PPP 

Thomas is  preschool teacher at Woodland Park Cooperative preschool in Seattle. He 

is a  writer, artist and the author of "A Parent's Guide To Seattle".  

Educating Citizens By Thomas Hobson, ECE Educator, Writer and Artist http://teachertomsblog.blogspot.ca  
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Children In the Lead with Nowhere to Go 
 By Deborah MacNamara, PhD Counsellor and Educator 

There is a growing problem among children that does not have a 

name and is insidious and far-reaching, serving to make parenting 

and sometimes teaching challenging if not a nightmare. The problem 

is that of dominance, when the natural attachment hierarchy is in-

verted and instead of children resting in the care of adults, they in-

stead see themselves as the ones who should call the shots and tell us 

how to take care of them.  Children who have risen to this alpha 

position are consistently full of resistance and opposition for those 

who try and lead them.  They are very frustrated, lashing out often, 

and can  be filled with anxiety.  They steadfastly see themselves as the 

boss of the house and don’t understand when others try and tell 

them what to do as if they were in charge. The issue at hand for chil-

dren in the dominant or Alpha position is not one of strength as it is 

often misperceived, but is rather a sign of desperation.  For some 

reason this child has lost faith in the providers in their life to take 

care and lead the way so their only recourse is to do it themselves. 
 

There are obvious and not so obvious reasons why children lose faith 

in their providers.  It is easy to appreciate how children whose parents 

are neglectful or consumed with their own pursuits and addictions 

can convey the message that the child is better left to their own de-

vices in caring for themselves.  If this were the only conditions under 

which we were seeing an increase in Alpha children then the problem 

would seem clear cut and obvious enough.  Dominance issues are also 

found in loving and caring homes with parents who are dedicated to 

helping their children grow up to be socially and emotionally respon-

sible individuals.  What is giving rise to the increasing numbers of 

children in the dominant position and how can we start to make 

sense out of this? 
 

In order to make headway we need to go back to the beginning and 

ask, what does a child need most in life?  The answer is attachment, 

the invitation to exist in another’s presence, to be seen and loved for  

who one is, and to feel a sense of belonging, loyalty, and similarity to 

those they are connected to.  The critical piece that often gets missed 

in understanding attachment is that it’s role is to render a child de-

pendent on those around them.   This means being dependent on 

someone for their care and well-being, an incredibly vulnerable place 

to be!   As an adult it is easy to lose sight of the vulnerability involved 

in depending on another but I am reminded of it every time I get into 

a taxi or an airplane.   I find myself question in whether I can trust 

this person to safely deliver me to my destination and take good care 

of me.  It gives a whole new appreciation to the understanding of the 

“back seat driver.” 
 

When we are dependent on another we scan and look for signs that 

our trust and care is well placed. Is there something solid in this per-

son that we can lean against and find fertile ground? We might think 

we are conveying this message as parents but the question is whether 

it is being believed by our children? Sometimes children are born too 

sensitive for this world and see and feel too much, making it harder to 

have them feel someone is indeed big enough and can take care of all 

of them. They are often described as intense children and parents 

often remark that taking care of them feels like double the 

work.  There are many other reasons why children seek the dominant 

position in their relationships with adults, whether it be from too 

much separation-based discipline (e.g., 123 ‘magic’ and time-outs), 

egalitarian parenting or when we lose our Alpha dance to name but a 

few.  
 

When a child feels in charge of taking care of their needs the biggest 

mistake we could make is to confuse this display of strength with ma-

turity or independence. It simply is not so, it is an act of desperation 

and the need to bring this child to rest in the care of others is great. 

The critical issue is that when children are in the lead they cannot 

take care of their attachment needs and also attend to the business of 

growing up - there is a sacrifice play to be had. Attachment trumps 

maturation any day and the need to survive and take care of oneself 

rises to the forefront at the expense of rest, play, and further growth.  
 

The good news is much can be done to restore our rightful place in 

our children’s lives. Parenting was never meant to be a nightmare and 

there is much hope to turn it around when it has become so.  Under-

neath dominant behaviour is a child who is desperate to depend on 

and be vulnerable with someone who is responsible for them.  Our 

task is to convincingly demonstrate through our behaviour that we are 

their best bet and are indeed the answer they seek. Our challenge is to 

regain our Alpha dance so that they can be freed from theirs.  

                     
    Copyright Dr. Deborah MacNamara (2011) 

Deborah is a parent consultant, counselor and educator in private practice. She interned with 

Dr. Gordon Neufeld and is on faculty at Kwantlen Polytechnic University and with the Neu-

feld Institute. Please see www.macnamara.ca for more information.  

 Alpha Children  
Reclaiming our Rightful Place in their Lives  

A growing number of children are presenting as demanding, prescriptive, bossy and controlling. Alpha 

children tend to have difficulties letting themselves be parented or taught.  This is making the child-

adult dance much more difficult than it used to be or needs to be, despite the plethora of advice giving and strategies 

available today.  Based on the approach of Dr. Gordon Neufeld, the surprising roots of the alpha complex will be ex-

amined, opening the doors for lasting change in the family, classroom, and society.  

2 Saturdays, Nov. 16 and 23, 9:30 to 1 pm Library Square, Vancouver Public Library, 350 West Georgia 

135 per person      Register: www.macnamara.ca 

Dr. Deborah MacNamara  
Deborah is a counsellor in private practice and on faculty at the Neufeld Institute.  

                                                                For more information and to register please go to www.macnamara.ca 



Articles and correspondence for The PPP Partner is c2013 by 
The Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Council nor the  

editor. Six issues published per year. Distribution: 1500 

Advertise Your Next School Event here for free! (Member 
schools only) For more details please contact cppadmin@telus.net 

Magic Fun Shows for Children’s Parties & Other Events! 

Lots of laughs and audience participation. Shows are adapted 
for children of all ages. For details please call     

  

 Peter Rooke at 604-984-6822 

 Email: prooke@shaw.ca  

 Or visit peterrookemagic.ca 

The PPP Partner Newsletter of The Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC 

#4-4340 Carson Street Burnaby, BC V5J 2X9 Phone: 604 435 4430 Fax: 604 434 0443 E-Mail: cppadmin@telus.net 

Council Office: Monday to Thursday  9:30 am – 2:30 pm 

For a Member Preschool near you please visit our website at www.cpppreschools.bc.ca 

 WIN/WIN/WIN RAFFLE! 
Join us for this popular and easy fundraiser. Last year our 

member preschools raised thousands of dollars to support their 
Preschools, and helped raise funds to support  

CPPPBC programs! 
 

 Each year many PPP preschools take part in this very special 
fundraiser. Your preschool receives 40% cash back on all the tickets that you sell 

and  CPPPBC pays for all the prizes, license and printing costs. The draw 
date is January 20th, 2014 

Over $3500 worth of prizes to be won including a Grand Prize  of a 
$2000 dream vacation voucher to a destination of your choice. 

Help us reach our fundraising goal of selling two raffle 
books per preschool family. For example, selling just 50 

books of tickets will net your preschool $ 400.00! Prizes can 
be won from anywhere in the province.  

LIMITED TICKETS LEFT!  

Contact the CPPPBC office cnclbc@telus.net  

or  604-435-4430.  

Got Stuff You Don’t Want? 
As a fundraising initiative the Council will be collecting 

for Big Brothers. Save all your used clothing, accessories 

and linens and drop them by the Council office in a 

large garbage bag.  

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 

Next Pick-up will be in Mid-December. 

Contact us for more information!  

cppadmin@telus.net or phone: 604-435-4430. 


