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DATES TO REMEMBER 

do all that work in order to simply sit and 

look out over the lake? Would I choose to 

engage in grubby and hard work just for a 

dream? 

I was a city kid and today I am a thor-

oughly urban woman. But when I tote up 

my accomplishments to date, this is always 

on the list. So how did it happen or more 

importantly, why is it so unlikely that it 

wouldn’t happen again? 

And the answer is simple. I played out-

doors. Even if I chose to simply sit and read 

I would do it resting my back against the 

broad and supportive trunk of the big ma-

ple tree in our yard. I dug in the sand, 

swung high over the raspberry canes, 

climbed trees and raced up and down the 

block with the other kids. 

Today, I would be sitting in front of the 

computer or hanging out at the mall. If I 

were outside I would be engaged in a struc-

tured and organized activity. Neither of 

which is necessarily bad, but they don’t 

allow for a personal connection with na-

ture. Certainly not a connection that would 

lead to the building of the chapel in the 

woods on the edge of the lake. 

Think about how your kids can connect 

with nature. Ironically they are probably 

aware of many natural phenomena such as 

climate change, flooding or drought, farmed 

versus wild salmon or the concerns about 

the low bird count this year. 

But while they care about these things, 

it’s primarily academic. 

Our kids need to get some dirt under 

their nails. To feel the earth, to experience 

nature in a natural way and to challenge 

themselves at the park, in the bush or even 

in their own back yards.  

It was interesting to watch the National 

Hockey League outdoor winter classic. This 

was a regular hockey game but it was played 

outdoors, in winter. Wow! The joy was in 

watching the players. They became excited 

kids; they recalled their days of playing on 

the local outdoor rink or pond when they 

were growing up. Sidney Crosby, a Nova 

Scotia native and an NHL star who played 

in an outdoor game said: "Growing up, I 

played a lot outside. When you see 70,000 

people jammed into a stadium to watch 

hockey, it's a good sign. The atmosphere 

and environment, I don't think you can beat 

that." And during 

the game all the CONTINUED on Page 2 

2012 Annual General Meeting and Parent Education Workshop 

Featuring Guest Appearances from Parent Education Speakers, including Kathy Lynn! 

                 Monday, June 11th, 2012 

           7:00—9:00pm 

 At the CPPPBC Office 

#4—4340 Carson Street, Burnaby 

 Please RSVP by June 7th please. 
 

                      All Members and Teachers are encouraged to attend. 

 A great introduction for all the new Parent Education Chairs who can book speakers for the next school year. 

Introduce Your Kids To Nature 

 By Kathy Lynn, Professional Speaker, Broadcaster and Writer 

Silent 

Auction 

Door Prizes 

I was a skinny teenager, all angles and 

bones. I weighed about 98 pounds soaking 

wet. 

One summer I was a junior camp 

counselor and took on a special project.  

Along with interested campers I identified 

a plateau in the bush, looking out over the 

lake.  A perfect spot, I figured, to sit and 

contemplate nature.  A perfect spot for a 

chapel. 

Now I need to add that I was not only 

a skinny little thing, I was not very strong 

and tended to be marginally clumsy. But, I 

knew what I wanted and over the weeks 

built the chapel using flat-sided logs as 

seats. Every spare moment was spent dig-

ging, hauling and organizing the space. I 

don’t think I was totally clean for weeks. 

It was one of my most amazing accom-

plishments. One evening, I led the parade 

of all the campers and staff to our new 

chapel. It was dusk and we set candles on 

sticks and let them float out over the lake. 

It was a magical moment. 

And I wonder would it have happened 

today? Would I, a skinny urban teenager 

be connected enough to nature to want to 
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THE 19TH ANNUAL SPRING FLING AWARDS NIGHT & BANQUET  

The Annual Spring Fling is a chance for busy 

preschool parents and teachers to get together, 

celebrate, and kick back a little. Part party and 

part awards ceremony, this year's event was held at 

the Delta Vancouver Suites in downtown Vancou-

ver. The venue was lovely and intimate, the finger food was 

delicious, and we even managed to leave a few leftovers. Kenny 

"Blues Boss" Wayne tickled the piano keys to create a relaxed 

and lively atmosphere throughout the evening. 
 

Of course, part of the fun is browsing the fabulous raffle 

baskets, bidding on silent auction items, and taking a 

chance to win the 50/50 draw. A heartfelt Thank You to 

our Preschools, the PPPTA and Teachers, and our Spon-

sors for donated the amazing items for the raffle baskets 

and silent auction baskets. This year also featured a red 

board game, with a hotel stay as the prize, as well as a 

"tops and tails" game. The Council also announced the 

WinWinWin winners. Plenty of lucky attendees also scored 

door prizes. 
 

The Spring Fling is an important time to celebrate everyone 

who works hard to support their preschools. Many parents and 

teachers received certificates of 

recognition and commendation. 

We were delighted to present two 

very special awards this year. 

Happy Hours PPP earned the Out-

standing Preschool Award for 

building an inspiring community. 

Only a few years ago, the school was faced with finding a new loca-

tion and a new teacher with only 5 children enrolled. Through the 

determination and positive attitude of a few families, the preschool 

relocated, hired a new teacher, and saw their enrollment gradually 

increase. They are now celebrating their close-knit commu-

nity and full enrollment. 
 

Patt Uren, the long-time teacher at Seymour Heights PPP, is 

leaving the preschool in June. To celebrate Patt's many con-

tributions to her preschool and to the whole parent 

participation preschool community, she was 

awarded an Honorary Life Membership. Patt has 

worked tirelessly to promote the philosophy and 

values of cooperative preschools and community. 

She is equally comfortable with her preschoolers, 

the parents, her peers in the PPPTA, and the Council staff 

and Board of Directors. She is an invaluable part of the PPP 

community and will be much missed as she moves to peach-

ier pastures and new adventures. 
 

We were pleased to be joined by some special guests, including 

Kathy Lynn and two Vancouver School Board 

trustees – Ken Denike and Sophia Woo. They 

were all impressed by the positive atmosphere and 

strength of our extended community. It's always 

wonderful and inspiring to see preschool members 

coming together to have fun and share some 

laughs. 

The Council of Parent Participation Preschools Announcements! 

A very special Thank-you to all the preschools that participated in 

this year’s Win Win Win Raffle. This raffle is a successful fund-

raiser for the Council and Member preschools. It wouldn’t be 

without  your support.  

Congratulations to Gingerbread House Parent Participation Pre-

school who was the Top selling school with a total of almost 4 

books per family. They earned a $100 Gift Certificate donated by 

BC Playthings. Also congratulations to both Jack & Jill  and Rut-

land Parent Participation Preschools who both made over $700 for their 

preschools from their portion of the sales.   

Kim Tattrie from Deep Cove PPP sold 25 books and earned herself the 

Top individual ticket seller prize of a $50 gift certificate from BC Play-

things. Well Done! A special honourable mention goes to Brenda Koo of 

Gingerbread House PPP, selling 17 books.  

Thank-you everyone for  your continued and valuable support this year!! 

commentators started reminiscing about 

their childhood experiences. 

Okay, we haven’t all skated outdoors, but 

the point is that any activity that we experi-

ence in nature is different. Swimming in 

pools is nice but getting into a lake, river or 

the ocean is completely different. It’s more 

real. We’re connected with the natural envi-

ronment for swimming. 

Give your kids the gift of nature. Start 

with your yard or neighbourhood. Let 

them explore in their own way. Maybe 

your child will choose to squat on the 

lawn and watch a parade of ants return-

ing home. Or you’ll see her roll around, 

feeling the grass all over her body. Or 

he’ll find a tree to climb. 

Then go to the local park and let 

them decide what to do. Expand to the 

beach, to larger parks and nature centres. 

It’s not difficult.  Just find places that 

are outdoors, dress the kids in clothing that 

can get dirty and will keep them warm and 

reasonably dry and let them go. 

We live surrounded by nature. Let’s 

send our kids out to play. 

Introduce Your Kids To Nature By Kathy Lynn...CONTINUED from Page 2 

Kathy Lynn is a parenting expert who is a profes-

sional speaker and author of Who’s In Charge Anyway? 

and But Nobody Told Me I’d Ever Have to Leave Home. 

If you want to read more, sign up for her informa-

tional newsletter at www.parentingtoday.ca.  



BURNABY BRANCH 
 

Hillview 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Mark & Tammi Kitching 

Katja Strauss 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 

Lynda Malins 
 

 

Pied Piper 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Kristin Maxom 

Arlene Grundy 

Charlotte Nananal 

Daniela Panesar 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Denise Ralph 

Annie Hobson 

Leah & Victor Van Dijk 

Goldie Weslowski 

Sherry Garinger & Terry Fearon 

Shirley Torng & Chinheng Choo 

Michelle Hodson 

Christine Wong 

Larry Koe 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 
Karen Gibson 

 
 

Queen’s Park 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 
Christi Arellano 
David Black 
Kurt Bordian 
Ariel Boulet 
Roger Boulet 
Laurel Brewster 
Lauren Carley 

Kinga Champion 
Ramini Everaars 
Dan Fawcett 

Rebecca Fruhm 
Andy Goyan 
Robin Goyan 
Sandi Gruger 

Jennifer Jamieson 
John Jessome 

Cathy Johnstone 
Willliam Jones 
Maggie Lister 
Michael Lister 

Thomas Locatelli 
Rani MacInnes 
Staci McDonald 

Hannah McInychuk 
Deborah McKenzie 
Marlayne Metzker 

Jeina Panusa 
Tiffany Paul 

Corinne Perera 
Rachel Riding 
Carli Schnurr 
Diana Serban 
Amanda Spitz 

Christina Turton 
Jennifer Vanderzalm 
Debbie Williams 
Nadia Young 
Yvonne Young 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Victoria Hatch 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 
Barbara Bender 
Jessica Benson 
Jenny Lee 

Eleanor Vandergaag 

Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC 

2012 RECOGNITION AWARDS 

NORTH SHORE BRANCH 
 

Seymour Heights 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 
Natalya Crump 
Emina Dervisevic 
Julie Hachey 

Isabel McCusker 
Renata Prince 

Francine Rattray 
Michelle Reid  

 Tamara Schmidtke 
Barb Sutton  

Alicia Todhunter 
Sam Voth 

Karma Wood 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Francine Rattray 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 
Patt Uren 

 

 

VANCOUVER BRANCH 
 

Crown 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 
Kirsten Alagheband 

Julia Bonnett 
Jane Caddick 
Jodi Caplan 
Erin Flynn 
Lisa Goold 

Pauline Lysaght 
Susan Higgs 
Page Leenheer 
Julia Mogensen 

Cheryl Moscovich 
Maureen Prentice 

Beth Rennie 
Lena Zhou 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 
Lesley Jackson 
Jeanette Murphy 
Gretchen Olund 
Margaret O’Riley 
Shelley Steer 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 
Caroline Crowe 
Megan Thomas 

 

Gingerbread House 

Teacher Certificate of Appreciation 
Lisa Anderson 
Deep Mann 

 

Tom Thumb 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Jodie & Jon Dorrington 

Tanya Fisher 

Willa Kriebel 

Felicity Logie 

Shannon Vrlak 

Teacher Certificate of Appreciation 

Stephanie Hart 

Jennifer Medak 

Patricia Sauer 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 

Joan Shumann 
 

Wesbrook 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 
Liz Brezer 

Sasa Chambers 
Linda Fong 

Marnie Giblin 
Anna Hosztafi 
Kristin Lehman 
Cecilia Leong 
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Melissa Kanavos 
Kara Ko 

Janine Kobylka 
Lisa Meyer 

Meredith Mitchell 
Sara Peerless 
Adam Reid 

Suzan Saykam 
Julia Tee 

Erin Thornton 
Julia Whyte 

Teacher Certificate of Appreciation 
Elizabeth Cooper 
Jasmina Jahic-Yeo 

 

WEST FRASER BRANCH 
 

Happy Hours 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Braundi Evans 

Rana Harder 

Caren Monk 

Kirsten Ward 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Sarah Fandrich 

Natalie Wise 
Teacher Certificate of Appreciation 

Kerry Weismiller 
 
 

Little Neighbours 
Teacher Certificate of Appreciation 

Mimi Folkstead 
 

Sunshine Hills 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Edina Beeby 

Nicole Favero 

Lisa Hutton 

Casey King 
 

PROVINCIAL BRANCH 
 

Westside 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Denis Bergevin 

James Elser 

Kristy Fechter 

Wayne Golling 

Katherine Hasenbank 

Pat Howard 

Hien Le 

Kris Loewen 

Sonya Merkley 

Heather Moison 

Catherine Pynappels 

Wendy Sutherland 

Susan Tingstad 
 

CPPPBC BOARD MEMBERS  
& ASSOCIATES 

Certificate of Commendation 
Susette Atoui 

Binder Coleman 
Carole Cordle 
Hilary Feldman 
Sarah Fandrich 
Dan Fawcett 
Mimi Folkstad 

Thomas Hoffschild 
Shelly Machan 
Kulvir Mann 

Marlayne Metzer 
Trina Sporer 

CPPPBC  

12th Annual 

Win/Win/Win Raffle 

2012 Prizes  

Grand Prize -- $2000.00 “Travel 

Anywhere” Voucher  

Chris Eldon, North Van, BC 

 

2nd Prize -- 2 Night Stay Fairmont 

Waterfront, Vancouver & Gas 

Voucher, combined worth 

$600.00  

Sandra Grimminck, Vancouver, BC 

 

3rd Prize -- Indigo Books and The 

Bay Gift Certificates, combined 

worth $350.00  

Martin Rusticus, Richmond, BC  

 

4th Prize -- Skagen Lady’s Watch, 

worth $250.00  

Patricia Hoolihan, North Van, BC 

 

5th Prize -- Skagen Man’s Watch, 

worth $250.00   

Bea Parker, Burnaby, BC  

 

6th Prize – Entertainment Pack-

age worth $200.00  

Tim Clark, Maple Ridge, BC 
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Thanks to Our Many Sponsors 

Thank-you to all the following businesses and individuals who supported our Annual Awards Event 

 with their Generous Contributions 

Access Natural Healing 

4Cats Art Studio,  South Burnaby 

Ballet BC 

Bobolo  Productions Inc. 

Rhythm Room 

Playhouse Theater Company 

BC Playthings 

Burnaby Village Museum 

Keg Restaurants Ltd. 

Purdy’s Chocolates 

City of Richmond Aquatic Services 

Hell’s Gate Airtram 

Pony Meadows 

Vandusen Botanical Garden 

The Zone Bowling Centre 

Just Imagine...Fun Clothing Inc. 

Vancouver Maritime Museum 

Vancouver Art Gallery 

Vancouver Chamber Choir 

Vancouver Kidsbooks 

Vancouver Canadians  

Vancouver Canucks 

CPPPBC Board Members 

Bayview 

Crown 

Dunbar Memorial 

Garden Village  

Gingerbread House 

Hillview 

Parent Participation Preschools 

Inglewood 

Little People’s 

Pied Piper 

Queen’s Park 

Seymour Heights 

Parent Participation Preschools Teachers’ 

Associations 

Burnaby Branch  & West Fraser Branch 

South Burnaby 

St. Giles 

Sunshine Hills 

Tom Thumb 

Upper Lonsdale 

Wesbrook 

Dr. Gordon Neufeld Institute 

Bard on the Beach 

Bloedel Conservatory 

Bopomo Pictures 

3H Craftworks 

Delta Vancouver Suites 

 Delta Burnaby Hotel 

Castle Fun Park 

PaddleWheeler Riverboat Tours 

Harbour Cruises Ltd. 

Fairmont Waterfront Hotel 

Music with Marnie 

 

BPPP Social Night & Silent Auction 

FRIDAY, JUNE 1 

7:00-10:30PM 
Corner Cup Coffee Shop 

(4th & ) 
 

Cost:  $5 
ADULTS ONLY  

 
Desserts, Coffee & Tea  

Entertainment 
 

Silent Auction, 50/50 Draw 
CASH ONLY 

 
This is a fundraising event –  
items will be distributed at 

evening’s end 

Bayview Parent Participation Preschool (BPPP) is 

seeking a licensed early childhood educator beginning 

next fall (September2012)!  Bayview PPP runs A.M. 

and P.M. play-based preschool classes for 2 ½ hours 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The classroom is located 

at Bayview Community Elementary School in Van-

couver.   
 

This is a part-time position that basically includes 8 

hours per day on class days, one monthly Thursday 

evening meeting, one monthly meeting on Friday 

mornings, and one other monthly meeting with the 

BPPP Executive Team, time and day TBD.   
 

Candidate must embrace multi-aged, play-based early 

childhood education and philosophy, and be well 

versed in Developmentally Appropriate Practice. This 

is a fantastic job in a great neighborhood that is very 

easy to get to via public transportation!  Previous PPP 

experience is desirable, but not mandatory.  Thanks 

for your interest! 
 

Please send application to daniels2121@shaw.ca.  

Closing date: May 18th.  Only short-listed applicants 

will be contacted.   
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Here Comes Hortense! And more... 
  By Carolyn Hart, BC Certified Teacher 

Storytime Standouts is written by Carolyn Hart.  Carolyn is a former PPP parent and a B.C. certified 
teacher.  She presents Early Literacy programs at Richmond community centres and programs for 
adults throughout the Lower Mainland.   In addition, Carolyn writes an email newsletter featuring 
information about Early Literacy and children’s books.  Please visit www.StorytimeStandouts.com for 
more information. 

It is that time again at our preschool 

where I become a mother hen and we 

incubate chicken eggs. It always re-

minds me of how powerful my mother-

ing instinct can be. It brings me back to 

when I was pregnant. At that time I 

worried about all sorts of crazy things: 

was my bathwater just too hot, did I 

receive enough folic acid in the first few 

months, and so on. Now I find myself 

waking up in the middle of the night 

wondering if the incubator temperature 

is alright; what happens if none of them 

hatch; what if one of them needs help 

hatching and I don’t know what to do; 

what if there’s a power failure; the list 

goes on and on. 
 

With each stage of my son’s develop-

ment, there always seemed to be some-

thing to be concerned about: will he 

ever sleep through the night; why is he 

not reading like the neighbour’s child, 

etc. 

For many parents at the preschool, it is a 

time to worry about how your child will 

do in kindergarten, which school to pick, 

should we hold our child back a year, etc. 
 

As always, it is so important to go with 

your instincts and gut feelings. Think like 

a mother hen: keep your babies warm, 

feed and love them. Remember, you 

know your child best. What seems great 

for another family might not work for 

you. Trust in yourselves that you will 

instinctively know what is best for your 

children. 
 

Summer is a great time to put all those 

worries aside and just enjoy your unstruc-

tured time together with your children. 

Spend some of it at the beach or in the 

forest and take advantage of where we 

live. Also it’s a great time to invest in 

some camping equipment and do some 

camping! Hope you all have a great sum-

mer! 

Mother Hen Time 

 By Nicola VanHeyst, Supervisor for Lynn Valley PPP 

Paul Thurlby's Alphabet - 

created by Paul Thurlby 

Published by Templar Books 

an imprint of Candlewick 

Press 
 

Featuring bright, bold retro illustrations, 

Paul Thurlby's Alphabet is a stylish tribute 

to graphic design and each of the letters of 

the alphabet.  Young children will enjoy the 

dramatic and distinctive artwork while learn-

ing about letter shapes and sounds.  On the 

left side of each spread, we see a single letter 

in uppercase and lowercase form.  The cor-

responding right side of each spread features 

an illustration that incorporates the shape of 

the uppercase letter.   Older children and 

adults will particularly appreciate the aes-

thetics of Paul Thurlby's Alphabet, possibly 

using it as inspiration for their own artwork. 

 

Some Dads... written 

and illustrated by Nick 

Bland 

Published by Scholastic 
 

Some dads like strolling. 

And some dads rock'n rolling. 

And some dads just love the outdoors. 
 

In his cheery tribute to dads, Nick Bland 

depicts all sorts of animal parents exuber-

antly interacting with their offspring.  We 

laugh at an over-protective elephant dad 

who fills a swimming pool with life rings 

and a mischievous sheep who can't resist 

throwing a water balloon at his child.  Read-

ers, both young and old, will enjoy the play-

ful rhyming and the jubilant illustrations.  

Some Dads... is an excellent choice for Fa-

ther's Day or Dads' Day at preschool. 

 

Here Comes Hortense! Written by Heather 

Hartt-Sussman and illustrated by Georgia 

Graham 
 

When a six year old boy, his grandmother 

and her new husband go on vacation to a 

theme park, all is well until Hortense ar-

rives.  Hortense is Bob's granddaughter and 

she is suddenly a threat.  Nana shares her 

hotel room with Hortense, she sings 

"Lavender's Blue" to her and she sits next to 

her for all the scary rides.  To add insult to 

injury, Hortense even devises a special name 

for Nana! 
 

It is not until Nana and Gramps take a ride 

in the Tunnel of Love that the two children 

are able to gain perspective and learn to like 

each other. 
 

  Note: Here Comes 

Hortense! is a follow 

up to Heather Hartt-

Sussman and Georgia 

Graham's Nana’s Get-

ting Married.  



It’s Not Just Child’s Play 
 By Dr. Deborah MacNamara, PhD 

“All work and no play make Jack a very dull boy” 

(James Howell, Proverbs in English) 
 

What is the role of play in children’s lives and why would we want 

to make room for it? Play is often seen as free time that is spent 

without care and work. They formed some of my happiest memo-

ries as a child and I can still see my swing--‐set that took me on 

journeys beyond my backyard. Moments spent in play are a luxury 

and are only present when the relational needs of the child are 

being met. These times are critical for brain development as it is 

where children form neural networks that are involved in prob-

lem solving and creativity. Children who lack environments that 

foster play actually have brains that are 20 to 30% less developed 

in capacity. Play is not empty time; it is how children build the 

brains that are required for work and learning. 
 

 All play is not created equal; it’s not about the toys, the stimula-

tion, and the entertainment. The type of play that their brains 

need is where the energy is coming from within the child to con-

struct, build, create and so on. This type of play is called emergent 

play and in this state you see curiosity, imagination and sense of 

discovery in full action. My husband will often groan in coming 

home from work to find the bathroom transformed into a swim-

ming pool for dolls, craft sparkles that defy capture from one end 

of the house to the other, and an overall mess created from hours 

of play. I remind him that it is not a mess but the imaginings of 

the teacher, designer, and scientist that lurks within them. It is 

hard to convey the look that I get in return but the force of their 

play continues to outmatch his need to walk on a clean floor.  
 

Emergent play does not typically unfold from activities with a lot 

of structure and rules, as this tends to confine and take the lead in 

terms of play. This is not to suggest that we stop these activities but 

it does mean that we need to stay cognizant that structured play 

activities are not equal to free play. In grade one my daughter in-

formed her gym teacher that she wasn’t interested in joining his 

running club because she simply had enough activities and just 

wanted to play. I am sure her response provided him with an all--‐
new meaning to getting out of gym class.  
 

Children who have a lot of stimulation from the TV or computer 

may report being bored away from these sources because their 

emergent play and energy has been stifled, subdued or overpow-

ered. For these golden play times to emerge we need to do our part 

and ensure their relational needs are taken care of, provide the 

necessary materials, and a space free of stimulation. When these 

conditions are met, we can sit back and watch their imaginings 

take hold. We can be rest assured that it is not just child’s play; it 

is creating the brains that will solve the problems of tomorrow.      

The Council of Parent  

Participation Preschools  

Board  needs you! 

We delight each year in bringing together a diverse group 

of parents from preschools across mainland BC to serve on 

our Provincial Board. Skill sets of all kinds are encouraged 

and appreciated, and we are happy to help you find a role 

that suits your availability, interests and location! We need 

leaders, pencil pushers, speech makers, background think-

ers, big hearts, problem solvers and parents who are enthu-

siastic about the invaluable resource Parent Participation 

Preschools provide for young children and their families. 
 

If you think you have any of the qualities listed above 

please contact the Council Office at 604-435-4430 or 

cnclbc@telus.net to discuss. 
 

Remember: a role with our Board can count as a “job” with 

your preschool; it can fill the gap if you are “between” kids 

at PPP; or is a great way to continue your involvement and 

maximize your knowledge if your children have moved on 

from their preschool years! 
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Dr. Deborah MacNamara is a counselor and educator in private practice as well as 

on Faculty at the Neufeld Institute. For more information seewww.macnamara.ca 

or Facebook: Kids Best Bet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

    

    

    

Open HousesOpen HousesOpen HousesOpen Houses    

Tuesday, May 15th, 2012 from 10:00am-11:30am 

Monday, June 4th, 2012 from 6:00 – 8:00pm 

Come see our preschool and meet the Teacher 



Parent Cooperative Preschools International Annual General Meetings! 

 By Mariah Battiston, CPPPBC Office Coordinator 

“By building community, we are talking about people forming 

relationships. People are poor because they lack relationships 

with people who have access to resources and power. “- Dr. Ar-

thur J. Naparstek 
 

These words are a powerful reminder of what the greater good of 

being part of a Cooperative means. I recently received the Ma-

rika Townshend Travel Grant to participate in the Annual meet-

ings of the PCPI (Parent Cooperative Preschools International). 

It was held in Washington DC this year, from April 19th-22nd. It 

was a excellent experience for all who attended. We had the 

privilege of visiting parts of the Smithsonian Museum Collec-

tions on a Museum training session hosted by Lynann Derrick, 

Director of Colonial Nursery School and PCPI’s past VP Ad-

ministration who co-organized the meetings this year. She took 

us to 3 of the museums for a brief visit at each, pointing out the 

relevance of how wonderful a trip to the museum can be for a 

child at any age, even preschool. Know their limits and play 

within them. Take a few moments and prepare before going, 

bringing special art activities do to right in the museum and sup-

port the visit afterwards with stories and activities. A couple of 

art ideas she gave us to do on site were: yarn or crepe paper 

where the kids drop it onto a sticky background making its own 

design. It will become a very ‘modern’ piece of art! Another idea 

was pipe cleaner sculptures, giving the child a few pipe cleaners 

and watching where they will take them and what they will cre-

ate. Most museums have great children’s program’s so see what 

there is in your neighbourhood!  
 

We had meetings in the NCBA (National Cooperative Business 

Association) offices, which houses our main office address and 

does all our mailings for us. It was nice to put faces to names 

finally and meet the important people behind the work they do. 

They presented on the Year of the Cooperative, which is an ex-

citing time for all of our Cooperative Preschools and Councils.  
 

We were very fortunate to visit 3 wonderful pre-

schools while we were there as well, having a lovely 

wine and cheese celebration at Takoma Park Coop-

erative while taking in the beautiful residential 

neighbourhood setting they are in. Visiting their gar-

den full of treasures like the Bug Hotel and the flower 

laden stage, the dry creek bed and the ‘au natural’ 

sand box not to mention the differ-

ent climbing apparatus’ was truly exceptional.  

Looking toward the sky, you couldn’t miss the 

handmade “Squirrel Bridge” which  mimicked 

out very own Lynn Canyon Suspension Bridge. 

They had large movable pieces of wood for the 

children to build their own play structures (with 

adult supervision of course!). Inside they were 

in the midst of an Asian theme where every-

where you looked, spoke of this theme from the house area with 

kimono’s to dress up in, the special sushi play sets and blocks, to 

the books in the ever so cozy reading area.  Oh and lets not forget 

the upside down wall mounted Kleenex boxes for easy access by the 

children! 
 

The second preschool visit was at Silver Spring Nursery School 

where they delighted us with a gourmet breakfast buffet. We were 

able to fit in some meeting time here and tour their fantastic and 

expansive preschool space. I loved the idea of having pictures of the 

duty parents alongside the children in the classroom each day. As 

the children come into the class, they take their magnetized photo 

over to “Albert” where they place their picture for the day. “Albert” 

is a large poster of Albert Einstein on a metal door. Here the duty 

parents place their photos as well. A big hit at this school was the 

light table with different coloured plastic shapes that the children 

seemed to spend countless hours at. I learned some great uses for 

empty carpet rolls (you can race anything down these GIANTS) and 

door casings, a great “natural” alternative to hot wheel tracks and 

they last way longer!! The tour ended at the sweet and touching 

“good-bye window” for those kids missing mommy! 
 

After a tasty awards luncheon we travelled to Greenbelt Nursery 

school where we finished up our meetings and again toured another 

great preschool. I loved to see all the Learning through Play signs in 

every area of the preschool. They pointed out each valuable way play 

relates to learning. It really drove home the value of what our kids 

are doing everyday while enjoying their play at school. Thank-you so 

much for capturing the essence of what is important!  
  

A special thanks to Leta Mach. Past Chair of PCPI, for helping to 

make this year’s Annual PCPI meetings such a great success. She 

was instrumental for the logistics of the meeting along with the help 

of Lynann Derrick.  We accomplished so many great things this year 

and look forward to the continued success of PCPI.  
 

Now home I am full of new and wonderful ideas to share at my 

preschool and with the greater PPP community in BC. These 

meetings are such a valuable place to network, meet, teach, 

learn and grow the cooperative spirit within all of us to build 

strong communities and happiness all around! Thank-you to 

the Marika Travel Grant Committee for giving me the oppor-

tunity once again to be a part of such an enriching adventure. 

Since I have returned home, I have joined the Cooperatively 

Speaking Facebook page and try and visit it daily for thoughts, 

ideas and words of wisdom and to visit the 

wonderful new friends that I have made.  My 

gratitude will speak volumes in my cooperative 

community as I make every effort to practice 

everything I have learned and will continue to 

learn. I encourage everyone to join us next 

year in Portland, Oregon!!   

Page 7 



Articles and correspondence for The PPP Partner is ©2012 by The Council of Par-
ent Participation Preschools in BC.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the Council nor the editor. Six issues published per year. Distribution: 1500 

Advertise Your Next School Event here for 
free! (Member schools only) For more details 
please contact            cppadmin@telus.net 

The PPP Partner Newsletter of The Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC 

#4-4340 Carson Street Burnaby, BC V5J 2X9 Phone: 604 435 4430 Fax: 604 434 0443 E-Mail: cppadmin@telus.net 

Council Office: Monday to Thursday  9:30 am – 2:30 pm 

Magic Fun Shows for Children’s Parties & Other Events! 

Lots of laughs and audience participation. Shows are 
adapted for children of all ages. 

 For details please call  Peter Rooke 

 604-984-6822 or prooke@shaw.ca or 
visitwww.peterrookemagic.com 

For a Member Preschool near you please visit our website at www.cpppreschools.bc.ca 

WOULD YOU LIKE CPPPBC TO ATTEND 
YOUR GENERAL MEETING? 

Our Board Volunteers would love to come and greet your mem-
bers and present an overview of our wonderful organization and 
PPP in BC. It’s a 15 minute presentation. Great for morale and 
connecting with our community at large. 

 Contact Roberta at cnclbc@telus.net or (604)435-4430. 

On Behalf of the CPPPBC Board, we wish you a 
wonderful and adventurous Summer.  


