Alcohol at Council of Parent Participation Preschool Events
The Background

In today’s world of zero tolerance for drunken driving the courts are increasingly finding even private hosts liable when their guests are injured – or injure someone else- after drinking alcohol at their social events.

Twenty years ago only bars and taverns were likely to be held liable either for accidents that happened to their drunken guests or injuries that those guests inflicted on others. Today the law has evolved – employers have been held liable for employees who had a beer after work or drank at staff parties and private citizens for people who drank in their homes. Some recent court cases tell the story

· Jacobsen & Nike (1995) – a Nike manager brought in some fast food and a few beers for employees working late to assemble a trade show display. One employee finished his and then went on to a nearby pub to continue drinking – driving home many hours later he was involved in  a serious accident and was paralyzed.

Nike was found liable for providing that first beer.
· Prevost & Vetter (2001) – a group of friends of the Vetter’s son came over and drank their own alcohol in their back yard late one evening. One uninvited teenage guest seriously injured another whilst attempting to drive him and four other partygoers home. The Vetters did not supply any alcohol and, except for one occasion on which Mrs. Vetter briefly woke up and asked her son to make sure everyone got home safely, were in fact asleep throughout.

The Vetters were found liable primarily for allowing drinking to occur and not making sure that no-one could be hurt as a result.

· Hunt vs. Sutton Group (2001) – Sutton allowed a receptionist to drink at their office party and – although they became concerned that she had too much to drink, told her she should not drive and offered to pay for a cab for her – finally allowed her to go on with friends to drink elsewhere and ultimately be injured in a single vehicle accident some hours later.

Sutton were found liable because they did not do enough – the court suggested that they should have taken her keys away from her, called her husband to collect her, booked her into a local hotel for the night or even called police to prevent her driving.
Today’s Reality

Anyone who holds a social event at which alcohol is served may be held liable for injuries suffered either by a guest who has been drinking or by a third party as a result of that inebriated guest’s behaviour.

This is true even if the guest had been drinking before the event, brought their own alcohol to it or left and drank somewhere else after the event. 

And where such an event is held to welcome new parents or raise funds for a member preschool, both the individual preschool and the Council may also be named in the following alcohol policy:

Council of Parent Participation Preschool Policy
In response, the Council of Parent Participation Preschools has developed the following alcohol policy:

· Alcohol should not be served at pre-school events held in private homes or rented

Halls and organized by volunteer parents because it poses an unnecessary and unacceptable risk to 

· Individual parents hosting or organizing the event

· Individual parents running the bar

· The Preschool itself

· The Council of Parent Participation Preschools, and 

· The parent participation preschool movement in British Columbia

· If a school wishes to hold an event at which alcohol will be served it should be held in a commercial restaurant or hotel which has

· Paid staff fully trained and experienced in alcohol service

· Liability insurance of which evidence should be obtained and to which the individual school and Council should be added as additional insureds

· Drink prices high enough to discourage over-consumption

And the school should also make sure that it has in place
· A safe ride home policy in which designated drivers are not allowed to drink and guests who appear in any way inebriated are escorted by a designated non-drinking volunteer to a taxi which is paid to take them directly home.

· A clearly communicated policy that any parent who becomes inebriated and does not agree to take a cab home agrees to surrender his or her car keys, and agrees to the police being called if he refuses to do so and attempts to drive.

· As a backstop schools may also wish to purchase special event liquor liability insurance either from Intercon Insurance or a local insurance broker, but this should be in addition to and not in place of the insurance of the restaurant or hotel from whom a certificate of insurance should always be obtained.
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